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President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the full FDA approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine, in the South Court Auditorium on the White House campus, 

Monday, Aug. 23, 2021, in Washington. 
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G-7 leaders can’t sway Biden fo delay Afghanistan withdrawal 


From Front 


By MATTHEW LEE, JILL LAW- 
LESS and AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Sharply divided leaders 
of the Group of Seven in- 
dustrialized democracies 
clashed Tuesday over U.S. 
President Joe Biden's insis- 
tence on withdrawing from 
Afghanistan by August 31 
in the face of the Taliban 
takeover of the country. 
“The president conveyed 
that our mission in Kabul will 
end based on the achieve- 
ment of our objectives,” 
the White House said in a 
statement, adding that 
Biden had told his counter- 
parts that “we are currently 
on pace fo finish by August 
S\ei3 

IN a partial show of unity, 


G7 leaders agreed on con- 
ditions for recognizing and 
dealing with a future Tal- 
iban-led Afghan govern- 
ment, but there was palpa- 
ble disappointment Biden 
could not be persuaded fo 
extend the U.S. operation 
at the Kabul airport to en- 
sure that tens of thousands 
of Americans, Europeans, 
other third-country nation- 
als and all at-risk Afghans 
can be evacuated. 

The virtual meeting of the 
leaders of Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Ja- 
oan and the U.S. served not 
only as a bookend to the 
West's 20-year involvement 
in Afghanistan that began 
as a response to the Sept. 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks but 
also a resigned acknowl- 
edgment from European 
powers that the U.S. calls 
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the shots. 

“Our immediate priority Its 
to ensure the safe evacu- 
ation of our citizens and 
those Afghans who have 
partnered with us and as- 
sisted our efforts over the 
past twenty years, and to 
ensure continuing safe pas- 
sage out of Afghanistan,” 
the leaders said in a joint 
statement that did not ad- 
dress precisely how they 
would guarantee continu- 
ing safe passage without 
any military presence. 
Going forward, the lead- 
ers said they would “judge 
the Afghan parties by their 
actions, not words,” echo- 
INg previous warnings to 
the Taliban not to revert 
to the strict Islamic form of 
government that they ran 
when they last held power 
from 1996 until the U.S.-led 
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In this Friday, June 11, 2021 file photo, leaders of the G7 pose 
during a group photo at the G7 meeting at the Carbis Bay Hotel 
in Carbis Bay, St. lves, Cornwall, England. 


invasion that ousted them 
in 2001. 

“In particular, we reaffirm 
that the Taliban will be 
held accountable for their 
actions on preventing ter- 
rorism, On human rights in 
particular those of women, 
girls and minorities and on 
Oursuing an inclusive politi- 
cal settlement in Afghani- 
stan,” the leaders said. 
“The legitimacy of any fu- 
ture government depends 
on the approach it now 
takes to uphold its inter- 
national obligations and 
commitments to ensure a 
stable Afghanistan.” 

Yet, individual leaders of- 
fered less sanguine de- 
scriptions of the meeting as 
well as the state of affairs in 
Afghanistan, which have 
dramatically changed 
since the bloc last met in 
Britain in June. At the time 
of that summit, Afghani- 
stan had been almost an 
afterthought with the lead- 
ers more concentrated on 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
China and Russia. Although 
Biden had announced his 
plan for complete with- 
drawal from Afghanistan, 
the Cornwall meeting did 
not anticipate Taliban's 
rapid takeover. 

“| want to. stress again 
that of course the United 
States of America has the 
leadershio here,” German 
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Chancellor Angela Merkel 
told reporters in Berlin after 
the meeting. “Without the 
United States of America, 
for example, we -- the oth- 
ers -- cannot continue the 
evacuation mission.” 

“We will go on right up 
until the last moment that 
we can,” said British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who 
had openly lobbied to 
keep the airport presence 
after Aug. 31. Johnson ac- 
knowledged he was un- 
able to sway Biden to ex- 
tend the U.S. military pres- 
ence. “But you've heard 
what the president of the 
United States has had to 
say, you've heard what the 
Taliban have said,” he said. 
A senior French official, 
speaking anonymously 
in accordance with the 
French presidency’s cCus- 
tomary practices, said Pres- 
ident Emmanuel Macron 
had pushed for extend- 
ing the Aug. 31 deadline 
but would “adapt” to the 
American sovereign deci- 
sion. “That's in the hands of 
the Americans,” he said. 
On Monday, CIA chief Wil- 
liam Burns met with Taliban 
leader Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar in Kabul in talks 
in which the Taliban un- 
derscored they would not 
accept a U.S. military pres- 
ence at the airport beyond 
Aug. 31.) 
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9 women now serving as governors in U.S., tying a record 


By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press 

With Kathy Hochul official- 
ly taking the reins as New 
York’s governor, a historic 
number of women are cur- 
rently leading U.S. states 
— a push towards equal- 
ity and representation that 
could continue into next 
year’s midterm elections. 
There are now nine wom- 
en serving as governor in 
the U.S. That ties a record 
that was set in 2004 and 
matched in 2007 and 2019, 
but it’s still well shy of gen- 
der proportionality. 

Taking over on short no- 
tice for a scandal-plagued 
oredecessor in the midst of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
Hochul began her tenure 
Tuesday with more than 
enough challenges for a 
new administration. She 
also began with an historic 
opportunity: Hochul is the 
first woman to hold one of 
the most prominent gover- 
norships in the U.S. 

“New York as a whole has 
been a tough place for 
women fo break info the 
highest levels, because 
there is very much a tight 
set of powerful gatekeep- 
ers,’ said Debbie Walsh, 
director of the Center for 
American Women and Pol- 
itics at Rutgers University. 
“And unfortunately — even 
in 2021 — women are still 
seen, in effect, as new- 
comers,” she said. 

A century after women 
gained the right to vote, 19 
states still have never been 
led by a woman. That in- 
cludes some of the most 
Oopulous states, such as 
California, Florida, Penn- 
sylvania and Illinois. Even 
if if succeeds, California's 
recall election of Gov. 
Gavin Newsom next month 
doesn't appear likely to 
elevate a woman to the 
state's top job. 

Hochul had served as New 
York’s lieutenant governor 
until succeeding — fellow 
Democrat Andrew Cuo- 
mo, who resigned after a 
decade in office. Cuomo 
had faced a potential im- 
peachment battle after an 
attorney general's investi- 
gation said he had sexu- 
ally harassed or inappro- 
priately touched 11 wom- 
en. Among other things, 


Cuomo also had faced 
a legislative investigation 
into whether he misled the 
public last year about CO- 
VID-19 deaths in nursing 
homes. “| want people to 
believe in their government 
again,” Hochul said Tues- 
day while outlining her top 
goal. Hochul already has 
announced she will seek a 
full four-year term in 2022. 
Taking over in a crisis could 
benefit her politically, es- 
pecially since women can 
face greater scrutiny when 
running for office, said Bet- 
sy Fischer Martin, executive 
director of the Women & 
Politics Institute at Ameri- 
can University. 

“It gives her an automatic 
way to shine in the office,” 
Fischer Martin said. 

Next year could be a pivot- 
al one for women running 
for governor. Democratic 
Gov. Kate Brown of Ore- 
gon will be the only female 
incumbent barred from 
seeking re-election by term 
limits. Six male governors 
also will be term-limited, 
opening a path to office 
for fresh candidates from 
both parties. 

In Arizona, where Repub- 
lican Gov. Doug Ducey 
can't run again, the field 
already has several can- 
didates who are women, 
including Republican state 
Treasurer Kimberly Yee and 
Democratic Secretary of 
State Katie Hobbs. Arizona 
already holds the record 
for the most women who 
have served as governor — 
four. Kansas has had three. 
In Arkansas, which has 
never had a woman serve 
as governor, a high-profile 


Republican primary pits 
Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge against Sarah 


Sanders, press secretary for 
former President Donald 
Trump and daughter of for- 
mer Gov. Mike Huckabee. 
The incumbent, Republi- 
can Gov. Asa Hutchinson, 
will be termed out. 

In 2018, women’s political 
advocates also thought 
they were primed for suc- 
cess with a record number 
of candidates for governor. 
But they did not ultimately 
set a new record for victo- 
ries. Women currently hold 
18% of governors’ offices 
— significantly less than this 


year's new records of 27% 
of U.S. congressional seats 
and 31% of state legisla- 
tive seats. In addition, Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
also became the first wom- 
an in that role this year. 
Part of the challenge in 
electing women as gover- 
nors is overcoming stereo- 
tyoes of men as stronger, 
more decisive’ leaders, 
Walsh said. 

Another challenge is deep- 
ening the pool of women 
willing to enter politics, said 
Wendy Doyle, president 
and CEO of the Kansas 
City, Missouri-based non- 
profit United WE. 

The organization is coor- 
dinating an effort to get 
more women appointed to 
positions on state, county 
and city boards and com- 
missions. It’s working with 





New York Chief Judge Janet DiFiore, left, swears in Kathy 
Hochul, right, as the first woman to be New York’s governor 
while her husband Bill Hochul holds a bible during a swearing-in 
ceremony in the Red Room at the state Capitol, early Tuesday, 


Aug. 24, 2021, in Albany, N.Y. 


local officials in California, 
Kansas, Missouri, North Car- 
olina, Oklahoma, Pennsyl- 
vania Texas and Washing- 
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ton. The idea is that some 
women appointed to posi- 
tions eventually will run for 
elected offices.) 
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Crews scour debris for more victims after Tennessee floods 


By TRAVIS LOLLER and JON- 
ATHAN MATITISE 
Associated Press 
WAVERLY, Tenn. (AP) 
Crews with chainsaws and 
heavy equipment cleared 
their way through trees 
densely matted with veg- 
etation, garbage and de- 
bris from homes Tuesday 
as searchers scoured a 
normally shallow creek for 
more flooding victims in ru- 
ral Tennessee. 

Even cars and sheds were 
woven into the tangle of 
debris lining Trace Creek in 
Humphreys County, where 
the town of Waverly saw 
the most death and de- 
struction from Saturday's 
flooding that killed 18 peo- 
ole. Humphreys County 
Chief Deputy Rob Edwards 
said excavators were Mov- 
ing the largest pieces of de- 
bris as search teams started 
from Waverly and moved 
slowly downstream. Fewer 
than 10 people remained 
unaccounted for Tuesday. 
Others were searching sev- 
eral miles downstream with 
drones, Edwards said. It’s 
difficult to know how far the 
bodies might have been 
carried, buf one car was 
found about a half-mile 
from where it had been 
parked. 

Sheriff's deputies and po- 
lice were aided by crews 
from agencies all over the 
state, he said. The teams 
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Ernest Hollis looks for items at his granddaughter’s house that was devastated 


Monday, Aug. 23, 2021, in Waverly, Tenn. 


have cadaver dogs at 
the ready if they suspect 
a body might be nearby. 
With the heat in the mid- 
80s and rising, if was not 
difficult to detect the odor 
of decay, Edwards said, 
although crews also were 
finding animals. 

Authorities revised the con- 
firmed death toll to 18 peo- 
ple Tuesday, a drop from as 
high as 22. Waverly police 
Chief Grant Gillespie said 
at a news conference that 
some people who were in 
the emergency room and 
died of natural causes 





In this Thursday, July 8, 2021, file photo, Michael Avenatti 


departs a scheduled sentencing at Manhattan federal court, 


in New York. 


SANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) 
— A California judge de- 
clared a mistrial Tuesday in 
the embezzlement trial of 
attorney Michael Avenatii, 
who is charged with steal- 
ing millions in settlement 
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money from his clients. 

U.S. District Judge James 
V. Selna ruled on techni- 
cal grounds that federal 
orosecutors failed to turn 
over relevant financial evi- 
dence to Avenatti. 


were mistakenly added to 
the count. Gillespie said 
John and Jane Doe victims 
twice were not crossed 
off the list once they were 
identified. 

Gillesoie said authorities 
had detectives follow up 
on each case and confirm 
the numbers, which now 
line Up with the state tally. 
“Just an honest mistake, 
and | hope everybody un- 
derstands that,” Gillespie 
sald. “It’s still a tremendous 
loss of life. | hope that num- 
ber doesn’t grow.” 

Three people are still on the 





by floodwaters, 
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list of those missing who wit- 
nesses said they saw in the 
water, he said. 

The flooding took out roads, 
cellohone towers and tele- 
ohone lines, leaving people 
Uncertain about whether 
family and friends survived 
the unprecedented del- 
uge, with rainfall that more 
than trioled forecasts and 
shattered the state's one- 
day record. 

It also left large swaths of 
the community suddenly 
displaced, leaving many 
to sort through difficult de- 
cisions about what comes 


next. 

GoFundMe pages sought 
helo for funeral expenses 
for the dead, _ including 
7-month-old twins swept 
from their father’s arms as 
they tried fo escape. 
Matthew Rigney and Dani- 
elle Hall described to WTVF- 
TV how the water began to 
rage through their apart- 
ment where they sheltered 
with their four children. 

“| had the twins in my arms, 
| had (19-month-old) Brayla 
onmy hip and |had (5-year- 
old) Maleah wrapped 
around my neck,” Rigney 
told the news station, his 
voice trembling behind 
tears. “The water, when it hit 
Us It just DUlled Us UNder, all 
of us and we were trapped 
Underneath a bed.” Hall 
said she was trying to climb 
out the window to go to a 
nearby store for helo and 
ended up having to grab 
onto a tree for her life. 

The other two children sur- 
vived. 

“| was trying to find all of 
them, and Leah came up 
like a big girl. You swam like 
a big girl, and I’m so proud 
of you,” Rigney said to Ma- 
leah, who sat with her fam- 
ily on the couch during the 
interview. 

A neighbor heloed Rigney 
and the two children up to 
the roof. Hall was ultimately 
rescued from the tree by 
boat.L) 


Mistrial in Michael Avenatti's California 
embezzlement case 


Another hearing in the 
case was set for Sept. 2, 
and Selna scheduled a 
tentative new trial date 
for Oct. 12. If was the sec- 
ond trial in recent months 
for the 50-year-old lawyer 
who once represented 
porn actress Stormy Daniels 
In her lawsuit against then- 
President Donald Trump. 
Avenatti was sentenced in 
July to 2 1/2 years in prison 
in a $25 million extortion 
case in New York. Feder- 
al prosecutors in Southern 
California have accused 
Avenatti of cheating five 
of his clients out of nearly 
$10 million by negotiating 
and collecting settlements 


on their behalf and funnel- 
ing the payments to ac- 
counts he controlled while 
lying to them about what 
happened to the money. 
“We represented thovu- 
sands of little guys, the 
Davids versus the Goll 
aths,” Avenatti told the 
jury in an opening state- 
ment. “We gave people 
wno had no chance a 
fighting chance.” In one 
instance, prosecutors al- 
leged Avenatti collected 
$4 million from Los Ange- 
les County for a man who 
suffered injuries in Custody 
and was left paraplegic 
after a suicide attempt, 
paying out much smaller 


amounts that he told the 
man were advances. In 
another case, prosecutors 
said Avenatti collected a 
$2.75 million settlement for 
a client and used the bulk 
of the money to buy a pri- 
vate plane. Avenatti, who 
is susoended from practic- 
ing law in California but 


was representing himself 


at trial, had pleaded not 
guilty fo 10 counts of wire 
fraud in connection with 
the allegations spanning 
from 2015 to 2019. He de- 
nied embezzling money 
and said his law firm was 
entitled to recoup ex- 
penses if settlements were 
reached.) 
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By ALEXANDRA JAFFE and 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 

HANOI (AP) — U.S. Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ 
trio from Singapore to Viet- 
nam was delayed several 
hours Tuesday by an inves- 
tigation into two possible 
cases of the so-called Ha- 
vana Syndrome in Hanoi, 
administration officials said. 
The investigation was in its 
early stages and officials 
deemed it safe for Harris to 
make her scheduled stop 
in Vietnam, which ts part of 
her trio across Asia meant 
to reassure allies about 
American foreign policy 
amid the tumultuous evac- 
vation of U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan. The Havana 
Syndrome is the name for 
a rash of mysterious health 
incidents first reported by 
American diolomats and 
other government employ- 
ees in the Cuba capital be- 
ginning in 2016. 

There have been two sepa- 
rate cases of unexplained 
health incidents reported 
by U.S. personnel in Viet- 
nam within the past week, 
the officials said. It was not 
immediately clear who 
was impacted by the syn- 
drome, though officials said 
it was not someone who 
worked for the vice presi- 
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Possible Havana syndrome case delays Harris trip to Vietnam 





U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris takes questions from reporters as she visits the Flower Dome at 
Gardens by the Bay, following her foreign policy speech in Singapore, Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021. 


dent or the White House, 
according to the officials, 
who were not authorized 
to soeak publicly about an 
ongoing investigation. 

The U.S. Embassy in Hanoi 
issued a statement saying 
the delay was because 
Harris’ office learned about 
a report of a “recent pos- 
sible Gnomalous health tn- 
cident” in the Vietnamese 
capital. The embassy pro- 
vided no details, but said 


Harris’ office decided to 
travel to Hanoi “after care- 
ful assessment.” 

The U.S. government uses 
“anomalous health — inci- 
dent” to describe the syn- 
drome. Some of those im- 
pacted report hearing a 
loud piercing sound and 
feeling intense pressure 
in the face. Pain, nausea, 
and dizziness sometimes 
followed. 

Similar, unexplained health 
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ailments have since been 
reported by Americans 
serving in other countries, 
including Germany, Aus- 
tria, Russia and China. A 
variety of theories have 
been floated to explain 
the incidents, including tar- 
geted microwaves or sonic 
attack, perhaps as part of 
an espionage or hacking 
effort. Particularly alarming 
are revelations of at least 
two possible incidents in 


the Washington area, in- 
cluding one case near the 
White House in November 
in which an official report- 
ed dizziness. Administration 
officials have speculated 
that Russia may be _in- 
volved, a suggestion Mos- 
cow has denied. 

Harris was set to depart for 
Hanoi on Tuesday evening 
after delivering a speech 
in Singapore, castigating 
China for its incursions into 
the South China Sea, and 
a discussion of supply chain 
issues with business leaders. 
But the flight was delayed 
for more than three hours 
and Symone Sanders, Har- 
ris’ chief sookesperson, re- 
fused to explain. Unorompt- 
ed, Sanders volunteered 
that Harris was “well” al- 
though reporters had seen 
the vice president several 
times Tuesday and had no 
reason to be concerned 
about her health. 
Congress has raised alarms 
over such attacks, finding 
rare bipartisan support in 
House and Senate for con- 
tinued government-wide 
investigation into the syn- 
drome, response as well 
as millions in support for 
American personnel medi- 
cal monitoring and treat- 
ment. L) 





Germany's Merkel vows party will fight 
as polls worsen 


By GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — Outgoing 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
vowed Tuesday that her 
party will fight for a good 
result in Germany's election 
next month and won't be 
distracted by polls showing 
its Support at worryingly low 
levels. 

Merkel's Union bloc’ has 
been sagging in polls for 
weeks as Armin Laschet, 
the leader of her Christian 
Democratic Union party 
and the center-right can- 
didate to succeed her as 
chancellor, so far has failed 
to impress voters. Laschet is 
the governor of Germany’s 
most populous state, North 
Rhine-Westphalia. 

This week, a clutch of sur- 
veys showed it level with 


or even marginally behind 
the center-left Social Dem- 
ocrats, whose experienced 
candidate Olaf Scholz, 
the vice chancellor and fi- 
nance minister in Merkel’s 
coalition government has 
gained in popularity as the 
Sept. 26 election nears. 
Others have given it only a 
Skimpy lead. 

That's a shock for the Union, 
which until recent months 
was used fo healthy poll 
leads, because the So- 
cial Democrats have long 
been mired in a poll slump. 
Current surveys show the 
environmentalist Greens, 
who are making their first 
run for the chancellery with 
Annalena Baerbock, a few 
points behind the par. 
“We are fighting, or the 
party is fighting | personally 


am not up for election,” 
Merkel said when asked 
about the polls at a news 
conference in Berlin. She 
pointed to a “good open- 
ing” to its official campaign 
on Saturday. 
“We will work every day to 
get a good election result 
and not look every day at 
the polls,” Merkel added. 
“Ultimately it is the ballots of 
voters in the ballot box that 
count.” 
“The problems that arise 
the pandemic and now this 
very, very bitter issue of Af- 
ghanistan will be dealt with 
. by the government in 
such a way that is as good 
as possible for people in our 
country,” she said. 
Laschet himself wouldn't 
be drawn on the polls and 
rejected suggestions that 





Minister President of North Rhine-Westphalia Armin Laschet, 
right, welcomes German Chancellor Angela Merkel, during a 
ceremony as the state of North Rhine-Westphalia celebrates its 
75th birthday, in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, Aug. 23, 2021. 


his campaign is suffering 
from a lack of support in- 
side the Union bloc. 

“The support is there, and 
you know | don’t evaluate 
polls when they’re good 
and when they’re bad,” he 
told reporters in a separate 
appearance in Berlin. “We 


Associated Press 


must exert ourselves, and 
everyone knows that every- 
one counts. That will give us 
motivation in the last five 
weeks until the election.” 
Merkel announced in 2018 
that she wouldn't seek a 
fifth four-year term.LJ 
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Thailand legalizes kratom, popular plant-based painkiller 


By CHALIDA  EKVITTHAY- 
AVECHNUKUL 

Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand 
on Tuesday decriminalized 
the possession and sale 
of kratom, a plant native 
to Southeast Asia whose 
leaves are used as a mild 
stimulant and painkiller and 
which has a following in the 
United States for its pain- 
relieving  qualities.Justice 
Minister Somsak Thepsuthin 
said thousands of legal 
cases for the possession or 
sale of kratom were being 
dropped, and 121 inmates 
convicted in such cases 
would be released immedi- 
ately. Possession of kratom 
had been punishable by up 
to two years in prison and a 
fine of as much as 200,000 
baht ($6,077) for quanti- 
ties of 10 kilograms (22 
pounds) or more.The de- 
criminalization of kratom, 
which involved removing 
the drug from the official 
list of Controlled narcotics, 
is the country’s latest move 
to liberalize its drug laws. 
In the past two years, Thai- 
land has allowed regulated 
medical marijuana use as 
well as the licensed buying 
and growing of marijuana, 
and permitted households 
to grow up fo six plants. 
Harsh penalties remain for 
hard drugs such as heroin 
and methamphetamine. 


In this July 30, 2019, photo, officers gather ille 
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gally-grown kratom plants in Phang Nha province, 


Thailand. Thailand on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021, decriminalized the possession and sale of kratom, 
a plant native to Southeast Asia whose leaves are used as a mild stimulant and which has a 
following in the United States for its pain-relieving qualities. 


Easing pressure on. Thai- 
land’s justice system and 
its overcrowded prisons has 
been a major impetus for 
the new drug policy. 

When he proposed the 
action on kratom to the 
Cabinet last year, Somsak 
said the move would not 
only helo reduce costs in 
the legal system, but also 
allow the drug to be used 
as a low-cost substitute for 


expensive painkillers such 
as morphine and create 
income for people culti- 
vating the plant, which is 
mostly grown and used in 
the impoverished south. 

In Thailand, kratom leaves 
typically would be chewed 
to give the user a mild en- 
ergy boost, although if can 
also be smoked. But it’s 
sometimes mixed with oth- 
er drugs to make a narcot- 


Associated Press 


ic tea, or cocktail, a form in 
which it remains illegal. 

“At low doses, kratom pro- 
duces stimulant effects 
with users reporting — in- 
creased alertness, physical 
energy and talkativeness. 
At high doses, users expe- 
rience sedative’ effects. 
Kratom consumption can 
lead to addiction,” says a 
website of the U.S. Drug En- 
forcement Administration 
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that lists kratom among the 
agency’s “drugs of con- 
cem.” 

The DEA says people have 
used kratom to relieve mus- 
cle strains and as a substi- 
tute for opium; the drug 
also has been used to man- 
age withdrawal symptoms 
from opioids. 

Nimu Makaje, a Muslim 
community leader in Thai- 
land’s southern province 
of Yala, expressed concern 
about abuse of the plant. 
“If we are legalizing it, we 
need to have proper con- 
trolling measures,” he told 
The Associated Press. “Cur- 
rently, a lot of people have 
lost their jobs and they may 
use It to reduce their stress. 
This is very dangerous.” 
Ramdin Areeabdulsorma, 
a local politician in nearby 
Pattani province, said kra- 
tom has been part of lo- 
cal people's daily life since 
a long ago, helping them 
feel refreshed. 

“To decriminalize kratom 
is the right thing to do. Lo- 
cal people or patients who 
need It will be able fo ac- 
cess it more easily. 
However, | am concerned 
that teenagers will Use if in 
a wrong way, for example, 
mixing kratom with other 
narcotics. We have fo con- 
trol this strictly, otherwise, it 
can cause damage,” he 
said. _) 





Indian troops kill 2 rebel 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — 
Indian government forces 
killed two senior rebel com- 
manders and three other 
militants in two separate 


counterinsurgency opera- 
tions in disouted Kashmir, 
police said Tuesday. 

The killings come during an 
intensified government of- 





Kashmiri children play as an Indian paramilitary soldier keeps 
guard in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Tuesday, Aug. 24, 
2021. 


Associated Press 


commanders, 3 others in 


fensive against anti-India 
rebels in Kashmir, which is 
divided between nuclear- 
armed India and Pakistan 
and claimed by both. Reb- 
els have also killed several 
members of India’s govern- 
ing party in the region and 
carried out attacks on In- 
dian troops. 

Police and soldiers raided 
a village in the northwest- 
ern Sopore area late Mon- 
day and engaged at least 
three militants hiding in a 
house in a gun battle, po- 
lice said. 

Three militants were killed 
in the clash, which ended 
Tuesday, police said. They 
said troops recovered a ri- 
fle and two pistols from the 
site. 

Residents said troops used 
explosives to blast a civilian 


house during the fighting, 
a common. anti-militancy 
tactic employed by Indian 
troops in Kashmir. 

On Monday, a team of 10 
counterinsurgency police 
dressed in civillan clothes 
fatally shot the chief of 
The Resistance Front rebel 
group and his deputy in the 
region’s main city of Srina- 
gar, officials said. 
INsoector-General Vijay Ku- 
mar said the two, Abbas 
Sheikh and Sagib Manzoor, 
fired at the police but were 
killed in a brief retaliatory 
shootout. He called the kill- 
ings a “big success” against 
militants in Kashmir. 
Witnesses, however, said 
armed men cornered the 
two in a playground and 
killed them at close range 
in assassination style. 


Kashmir 


Police say the group is a 
front for Lashkar-e-Taiba, 
which India blames for a 
series of attacks, including 
a deadly assault in Mumbai 
in 2008 that killed at least 
166 people. 

Abbas was a senior reb- 
el commander who had 
been arrested twice by 
government forces but 
rejoined militants fighting 
against Indian rule in the 
region. A police statement 
said he heloed revive mili- 
tancy in Srinagar and re- 
cruited at least seven men 
to his group. 

Police said the two were in- 
volved in the killings of sev- 
eral pro-India political ac- 
tivists, police officials and 
civilans and also carried 
out attacks on government 
forces.L] 
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U. US. deports Eduardo araiianes dishati Mexico re-arrests him 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — One 
of the notorious Arellano 
Felix brothers was deport- 
ed from the United States 
back to Mexico after serv- 
ing most of a 15-year pris- 
on sentence, but he was 
oromptly re-arrested when 
he arrived in his homeland 
Monday. 

Prosecutors in Mexico said 
Eduardo Arellano Felix was 
handed over to Mexican 
federal authorities at a bor- 
der crossing in Matamoros, 
across from Brownsville, 
Texas. He faces organized 
crime and drug trafficking 
charges in Mexico. 

He was one of several 
brothers who founded the 
Tijuana-based Arellano Fe- 
lix cartel that moved hun- 
dreds of tons of cocaine 
and marijuana from Mexi- 
co and Colombia into the 
United States. 





In this Oct. 27, 2008 file photo, Eduardo Arellano Felix, also 


known as “The Doctor,” 


center, is escorted by masked police 


officers during his presentation to the press in Mexico City. 


Known for its violent and 
brutal control of the drug 
trade in the border city of 
Tjuana in the 1990s, the 
arrests or death of most 
of the seven Arellano Felix 


Associated Press 


brothers have reduced the 
cartel to a shadow of Its 
former self. The family slow- 
ly lost its grip along Califor- 
nia’s border with Mexico 
over the past decade, 


Haiti police commit more units to 
protecting earthquake aid 


By EVENS SANON 

Associated Press 

LES CAYES, Haiti (AP) — 
Haiti's National Police an- 
nounced Monday that it 
had deployed additional 
Units south of the capital to 
weal aid shioments be- 


ing taken to the country’s 
earthquake-damaged 
southwestern peninsula. 

The announcement came 
one day after a powerful 
gang leader in that area 
said in a social media video 
that his allied gangs would 





A private security guard keeps order as motorcyclists wait to fill 
up their gas tanks in Les Cayes, Haiti, Monday, Aug. 23, 2021, a 
week after a 7.2 magnitude earthquake hit the area. 

Associated Press 


assist in the aid effort. 
Gang activity, including 
the hijacking of aid trucks, 
has forced most of the early 
aid to be ferried via planes 
and helicopters, slowing re- 
lief efforts. 

Police sookeswoman Ma- 
rie-Michelle Verrier said 
the police commander- 
in-chief had decided “to 
strengthen security in the 
Great South,” as the region 
is Known. 

“Several support units were 
deployed there on the 
roads and at the city level,” 
Verrier said. “The presence 
of the police will promote 
the deployment of aid con- 
voys, but also the protec- 
tion of disaster victims and 
better distribution of relief 
kits by state authorities and 
representatives of the inter- 
national community.” 


while the Sinaloa and Jalis- 
co cartels emerged as the 
most powerful groups in the 
highly coveted corridor for 
moving drugs to the United 
States. Arellano Felix was 
extradited from Mexico in 
August 2012 to face USS. 
charges. He was arrested in 
October 2008 in a shootout 
with Mexican authorities at 
his Tijuana home. 

Brother Benjamin Arellano 
Felix, described by USS. 
and Mexican authorities 
as the cartel’s mastermind, 
was sentenced to 25 years 
in U.S. prison after being 
extradited from Mexico, 
where he was arrested in 
2002. Ramon Arellano Felix, 
the cartel’s top enforcer, 
was killed in a shootout with 
Mexican officers in 2002. 
Another brother, Francisco 
Javier, was sentenced in 
2007 to life in prison after 





the U.S. Coast Guard cap- 
tured him in a fishing boat 
in international waters off 
Mexico's Baja _ California 
coast. 

The issue of freed drug traf- 
fickers has been a sensi- 
tive one for Mexico, after 
the release or near-release 
of several old-guard drug 
lords. 

Almost eight years ago, 
drug lord Rafael Caro 
Quintero walked out of a 
Mexican prison late at night 
when a judge improperly 
ordered his release from a 
40-year sentence for the 
torture-murder of U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra- 
tion agent Enrique “Kiki” 
Camarena in 1985. He 
has since returned to drug 
trafficking and unleashed 
bloody turf battles in the 
northern Mexico border 
state of Sonora. ) 





Taste limitless possibilities ot Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box fo create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant located inside Blue Residences 
on scenic Eagle Beoch is o chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners are able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


® Joinusforan & 
unforgetlable expericnec. 
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Jinner Awaits! 


Reserv ¢ your seats. 





af +297 280 88 69 
© wew.infiniarubs.com 
9 J.E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
# InfiniAruba 
@ infiniaruba 
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Orange Fund starts search for winners Apples of Orange 2022 


Sundays 
are for Brunch 





SUNDAY 





11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 


BOTOMLESS * 
MIMOSAS! | 


"Kids 12 and under half price. Taxes not induded : “* 


This year's theme is Equality of opportunity for all young people 


THE HAGUE - The Orange 
Fund is today starting the 
search for special projects 
that have a chance of win- 
ning an Appeltje van Oran- 
je 2022. This year's theme is 
Equality of Opportunity for 
all young people. Opportu- 
nity inequality is an urgent 
problem in our society, 
which has become larger 
due to the corona crisis. 
This year the Oranje Fonds 
wants to draw attention to 
projects that successfully 
tackle this problem, be- 
cause they deserve support 
and recognition. Organiza- 
tions can register up to and 
including 30 September for 
a chance to win an Ap- 
peltje via Oranjefonds.nl/ 
appeltjes. Three initiatives 
will receive the prizes from 
King Willem-Alexander in 
May 2022. 


Unfortunately, it is not self- 
evident that all young 
oeople have the same op- 
portunities. The inequality 
between different groups 
of young people Is increas- 
ing, according to various 
studies. Due to the co- 


rona_ crisis, the problems 
have increased and be- 
come more visible. Young 
people find themselves in 
extra pressure due to the 
loss of education, intern- 
ships, (poermanent) work, 
income, structure and so- 
cial contacts. They experi- 
ence more stress at home, 
are affected by, for ex- 
ample, increased domes- 
tic violence, feel isolated 
and lose perspective. New 
groups of young people 
who are vulnerable are 
also emerging. 


Invisible wall 

According to a 2019 report 
by the Social and Cultural 
Planning Office on op- 
portunities and obstacles 
among young’ people, 
there is a threat of an ‘invis- 
ible wall’ between young 
people with and without 
aids. Some can take ad- 
vantage of opportunities, 
others encounter barriers. 
In this way, young people 
with sufficient economic 
and social capital have 


more opportunities to capi- 
talize on their opportunities. 


Social capital is becom- 
Ing increasingly important 
here: people with the right 
network get further in life. 
Matters such as education 
and origin — where were 
you born, who are your par- 
ents, where do they come 
from and what do they do 
— play a role in this, as do 
(Unconscious) prejudices, 
exclusion and discrimina- 
tion. 


Peers 
Fortunately, there are 
many organizations that 


are committed to giving 
all young people equal 
opportunities. And the 
Oranje Fonds is looking for 
those special projects that 
young people use to help 
their peers further. To give 
them the recognition they 
deserve. Think of a bud- 
dy project that connects 
young people, an initiative 
that allows young refugees 
to meet peers or a project 
that offers support to LG- 
BIIQ+ young people with 
the helo of young volun- 
teers. Tipping an organiza- 
tion or directly registering 


bean Speed Printers and 
any of Its affiliated compa- 
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an organization as a candi- 
date can now be done via 
Oranjefonds.nl/appelitjes. 


The prices 

The Appeltjes van Oranje 
are awarded annually to 
three. initiatives that suc- 
cessfully connect different 
groups of people or that 
ensure that people partici- 
pate in society again. All 
winners of an Appeltje van 
Oranje receive a bronze 
statue, made by Princess 
Beatrix, and a cash prize 
of 25,000 euros. Queen 
Maxima presents the prizes 
every year. In lustrum years 
this is done by King Willem- 
Alexander. This year it is the 


Aruba to me 


special couple during a 
very special celebration. 


20th time that the Appeltjes 
van Oranje are awarded. 


The Appeltjes van Oranje 
are awarded annually to 
three initiatives that suc- 
cessfully connect different 
groups of people or that 
ensure that people partici- 
pate in society again. All 
winners of an Appeltje van 
Oranje receive a bronze 
statue, made by Princess 
Beatrix, and a cash prize 
of 25,000 euros. Queen 
Maxima presents the prizes 
every year. In lustrum years 
this is done by King Willem- 
Alexander. This year it is the 
20th time that the Appeltjes 
van Oranje are awarded.) 


Bernard Young. You both 
made this journey looks 


nies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional pur- 
poses without compen- 
sation. Last but not least: 
check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspa- 
per, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day 
again. 


amazing. Your love is still 
as young as 40 years ago. 
Cheers to many more 


“Congratulations on com- 
pleting your 40th Wedding 
Anniversary Debbie and 


years together’. (_) 





. 
l 


where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By suomit- 
ting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib- 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


For today we received an 
amazing message and 
pictures from Yves Cama- 
cho of Aruba who had the 
privilege to photograph a 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
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WIN S10) UP T0'S1,000)IN Fie SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB? 





—WINA star OF uP 10 — 









Every Wednesday | 10am to 8:30pm 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 













Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 


EAGLE BEACH — Ike’s bistro at Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa surprises with an excel- 
lent, tasteful and varied vegan menu. Ex- 
ecutive Chef Sandro Herold is obviously en- 
thusiastic about the new offerings that fill up 
the place already. “People nowadays are 
a bit more conscious about what they eat. 
This menu offers a wide variety with creative 
vegan food items.” We asked some of the 
guests about their experience: “delicious”, 
“very tasty” “great food, great setting”. Even 
teens, in general not too fond of health food, 
applauded the offerings. “We did not even 
miss the meat”. Of course the restaurant 
also offers their extensive regular menu for 
the non-vegan guests containing all you 
wish From the Land or From the Sea. 


Vegan is hot now, says the chef, and we 
had that confirmed by several guests. Ike’s 
Bistro is an open air restaurant, located in 
the Manchebo Beach Resort & Soa. Under 
a huge cabana with a view to the romanti- 
cally lit pool of the resort you are seated in 
relaxed chairs and served by great waiters. 
And not unimportant: Covid-19 safe. 


Your senses are tickled because of the pu- 
rity and freshness of the food items. You may 
choose for the unknown which is a three- 


course vegan chef tasting menu that can 
also be combined with a wine pairing. Or 
you select your choices from the menu. All 
dishes are 100% Vegan and are gluten-free 
Unless labeled otherwise. Start with appetiz- 
ers like Vegan Fish Taco, Chickpeas Tartare 
and Avocado, Spicy Buffalo Cauliflower 
Wings or Vegetable Tempura. Tomato Ba- 
sil Soup or Lemongrass Carrot Ginger Soup 
are simply delicious as are the Arugula 
Jackfruit Salad or Mesclun Salad. For the 
main course pick your pick: Sesame Ginger 
Duck (contains gluten), Stuffed Corn Chips 
and Avocado, Grilled Fish Filet and Roasted 
Cauliflower or Truffle Porcini Risotto & Grilled 
Tofu. This heavenly healthy trio reaches its 
end destination with a scrumptious dessert: 
Caribbean Snickers, a must-try! All of those 
choices embrace your inner senses with 
their freshness and clear flavors. 


Vegan might be on the menu in many res- 
taurants nowadays as ‘the other option’, 
but here at lke’s Bistro they celebrate vegan 
and you get hooked, that is a promise. Pas- 
sion, creativity, purity, dedication to a con- 
cept and a beautiful setting take care of an 
enchanting experience. Vegans and non- 
vegans are welcome, Manchebo Beach 
Resort & Soa has got if all covered. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Qutlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more, 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 






The Brownstone Ribs & Seatood | Subway 





Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa - Ike’s Bistro 
J.E. lrausquin Boulevard 55 

Telephone +297 582 3444 

Ikesbistro.com 

Facebook Ike’s Bistro 
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MEDITERRANEAN & CARIBBEAN 













Saturday 28 
Saturday Box Special at Bits & Cheeses by 


Thursday 26 
Play more. Earn More. Enjoy 
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A selection of 


More. 

Feeling lucky today? Try 
your luck at any of the 
17 table games and a 
soectacular selection of 
over 300 spinning reels, 
video reels, and more at 
Aruba’'s most luxurious 
casino. Extraordinary moments await at The Casino at The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba. 

From 10 AM-2 AM 

The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

Facebook: The casino aft The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 


Friday 27 

—— .-—@—«_ It’s mosaic time! 

Witimee ° in this workshop in Cosecha San 

Nicolas, local artist Merveline Geerman 

will once again show you the basics 

~~ of mosaic, this time by creating a 
. Heron. This is also available as a Do 

A i It Yourself package, available for 

a pick up September 3rd, so order 

\" now or sign up for the workshop by 

& filling in this form https://forms.gle/ 
X9FMFVACTVBTWiImR6S , or send an email 
if you have any additional questions at 
cosechaworkshop@gmail.com. 

e FroméPM-8PM 

e Cosecha San Nicolas, located in the 
Mainstreet 

e Facebook: Cosecha 
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Deli297 

Enjoy a tasteful experience in a cozy and 
peaceful atmosphere. Bits & Cheeses 

offers a great variety of the best specialty 
Cheeses, Charcuterie, Butter & Wines. On 
Saturday's ask for the ‘Box for 2’ with 3 types 
of cheese & charcuterie with additives such 
as fruits, nuts and crackers. Can't pick up? 
They can deliver for a small fee. 

Available Saturday 5 PM-10 PM 

Pre order via whatsapp at (+297)5665264 
Located at Wilhelminastraat 63, downtown 
Oranjestad, (across El Gaucho restaurant) 
Facebook: Bits&Cheeses by Deli297 





Sunday 29 

Hands of Gold Massage & Beauty on wheels 

e After a very busy week all you need now is to 
pamper yourself with a relaxing massage or a 
skin care & body treatment at the comfort of 
your Own room. 
Mary of Hands of Gold Massage Is ready to give 
you that much needed treatment you deserve. 
Discover the secret of relaxation. 

e Available daily from 9 AM- 7 PM 

e For reservations call/Whatsapp Mary at +297- 
733-5034 

e Instagram page: handsofgoldmassage&beauty 


where to go while in Aruba 





T=DAY. 
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Monday 30 

California Lighthouse Experience 

e Climb to the top of the California 
Lighthouse to see the best views 
of the island! 

e From 9? AM Till 5 PM 

e Hudishibana 2, Westount 

e Facebook Aruba Walking Tours 








Tuesday 31 

Keep calm and let the Taxi driver handle it 

e You are here and now let your personal driver take it over. 
Take a ride in a relaxed mode, safe environment and with 
an amicable driver. Available for any pick up either it is for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, shopping or an island tour. 

e Available daily uoon request 

e Cash and Credit Card payment 

e For reservations call/Whatsapp Enrike at +297-593-1420 

e Facebook Page: Taxi Time Aruba 





Wednesday 1 
Chef Ruben Dario Hernandez- Your Personal Chef 


e Sit down, relax and let Chef Ruben do the cooking. Chef Ruben 
has a passion for food and you will feel all the love in every 
dish he prepares. Breakfast, lunch or dinner, your wish is his 
command. For any occasion, wedding, anniversary, birthday, 
family or corporate gathering or just a home dinner chef Ruben 
is at your service. 

e Available upon request 

e Forreservations call +297 566-4882 

e Facebook: Chefrubendh 
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Walmart to launch delivery service for other businesses 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Walmart 
said Tuesday it will start 
farming out its delivery ser- 
vice, USING Contract work- 
ers, GuUTONOMouS vehicles 
and other means fo trans- 
port rival retailers’ products 
directly to their customers’ 
homes as fast as just a few 
NOurs. 

The nation’s largest retailer 
sald it will disoatch contract 
workers from its Soark de- 
livery network, which was 
launched in 2018, to mer- 
chants’ stores to pick up 
items and then bring them 
to shoppers. Over the past 
year, Walmart has doubled 
Spark’s coverage to more 
than 500 cities nationwide, 
providing access to more 
than 20 million households. 
Walmart, which is based in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, aims 
to tap into its ties with local 
communities, particularly 
businesses in rural areas 
that have struggled to pro- 
vide their own delivery ser- 
vices. 

The strategy will pit Walmart 
against delivery § services 
run by the likes of Uber and 
DoorDash. And it comes as 
Walmart moves to expand 
its sources of profits and 
revenues beyond its core 
retail businesses. It echoes 
Amazon's diversification 
move with its Amazon Web 
Services cloud computing 
Unit, which the online behe- 
moth built for itself and now 
sells to other businesses. 


A shopper loads items into her car in the parking lot of a Walmart in Willow Grove, Pa., Wednesday, 


May 19, 2021. 


Last month, Walmart be- 
gan offering small- to me- 
dium-size businesses the 
e-commerce technology it 
developed fo let shoppers 
buy products online and 
pick them up at stores. It’s 
part of a partnershio with 
technology provider Ado- 
be. 

Walmart said the delivery 
service, Walmart GoLocal, 
has already signed a num- 
ber of deals with national 
and small-business clients, 
although it did not name 
them. It declined to offer 
figures on the investment or 
financial targets for the ser- 
vice. Deliveries to the other 
businesses will begin in the 





hh. 


next few months. 

The moves are happen- 
ing as the pandemic has 
deepened shoppers’ ap- 
petite for soeedier deliver- 
ies, pUTtINg more stress on 
smaller retailers that can’t 
meet their expectations. 
Walmart itself has been re- 
lying on DoorDash and oth- 
er crowd-sourcing services 
as well as its own workers to 
serve its own customers. But 
it has also been expanding 
its Soark platform that until 
now has not delivered non- 
Walmart gooas. 

Shoppers ordering anything 
from cupcakes to gadgets 
at their local stores won't 
know that Walmart is_ in- 





ll . rl 


Associated Press 


volved. They buy the goods 
on their local store website 
and then the store acti- 
vates the Walmart GoLocal 
delivery. Walmart said it will 
be a white-label service, so 
deliveries will not be made 
by Walmart-branded ve- 
hicles. 

“This is a smart tactic that 


has more upside than 
downside,” said Jason 
Goldberg, chief com- 


merce strategy officer at 
Publicis Communications, 
oart of Publicis Groupe SA. 
Goldberg noted that the 
more deliveries Walmart 
can make, the lower the 
costs and the more prof- 
itable each delivery be- 


comes. By working with 
different businesses with 
different needs, If can also 
manage peaks in ordering. 
Walmart will have an ad- 
vantage in the competition 
for gig workers because 
it can offer more shifts to 
those looking for flexibility. 
The only downside is that 
Walmart is potentially giv- 
ing Up business to some of 
the local players, Goldberg 
said. For example, a cus- 
tomer may prefer buying 
a birthday cake from the 
local bakery and having it 
delivered in the next few 
hours, rather than pick- 
ing one up at Walmart, he 
said. But Goldberg said he 
believes the benefits from 
having a broader deliver 
network outweighs those 
small competitive disad- 
vantages. 

During a call with reporters, 
Tom Ward, a senior vice 
oresident at Walmart’s U.S. 
division, said that fees for 
the service will be negotiat- 
ed on a case-by-case ba- 
sis. The delivery time could 
be as fast as a few hours 
or Up to two days. Walmart 
said it could eventually use 
drones for delivery. 

“In an era where custom- 
ers have come to expect 
soeed and reliability, it’s 
more important than ever 
for businesses to work with 
a service provider that un- 
derstands a merchant's 
needs,” said John Furner, 
oresident and CEO of 
Walmart’s U.S. division. LJ 





By KEN RITTER 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 
county with jurisdiction 
over the Las Vegas Strip 
has joined a legal fight to 
try to collect what aftor- 
neys maintain could be 
be hundreds of millions 
of dollars in unpaid hotel 
room taxes owed by more 
than 20 online travel com- 
panies. A lawsuit by Clark 
County echoes claims 
raised last year by two Las 
Vegas communications 
executives against online 
hotel booking services in- 
cluding Orbitz, Hotwire, 
Exoedia, Travelocity, Pric- 
eline and Hotels.com. 





At stake are “hundreds of 
millions of dollars in room 
tax revenue that have 
been avoided by online 
travel companies for years 
and years,” Michael Cris- 
talli, an attorney handling 
both cases, said Tuesday. 
“The county made the 
determination that it’s in 
their best interest and the 
interest of the taxpayers of 
Nevada to pursue the de- 
ficient and continuing tax 
liability,” he said. 

Officials with most of the 
13 named defendants did 
not immediately resoond 
to email messages Mon- 
day and Tuesday about 
the case. 


A spokesperson for Hotel 
Tonight Inc. declined to 
Comimen+nn. 

Cristalli and attorney Dom- 
inic Gentile also represent 
communications e€xecu- 
tives Mark Fierro and Sig 
Rogich in a case they filed 
last year making similar 
consumer fraud and un- 
just enrichment claims. 
The lawsuits accuse online 
booking companies of 
chronically underpaying 
taxes ranging from 10.5% 
to 13.38%, calculated as a 
percentage of gross rental 
receiots. 

Both court filings used 
an example of an online 
travel Company obtain- 


Las Vegas Strip jurisdiction joins travel firms’ taxes fight 


In this March 19, 2021, file photo, vehicles and crowds move 


along the strip in Las Vegas. 


iINg aroom from a hotel for 


to a customer for $200, 





then paying the state tax 
$150 and selling it online based on the lower whole- 
sale price of $150...) 


iu 
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CROSSWORD 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACRCSS 40Ginger 
1 Gilt tag cookie 
word 41 Used to 
5 Pulsate be 
9 Push §{C]O}T 
away DOWN 
11 Australia = 1 Fern part celstclmetcttotn 
cily 2 News DIElEAMM Ye] |M[aln 
12 a offering Yesterday's answer 
_ esline: 3 _ 16Make 27 Onthe 
ton 4 Sea. to good as beach 
neighbor ean new 28 Small 
14 Opposite 5 Hotel units 18 Jeans frog 
Of OUI 6 Makes joint 29 Baitle 
15 Sources blank 21 Fine SOLVENTS 
of books 7 Acropolis Study 30 Nicholas 
17 Boutique seiting 23 “Just a Il. for one 
buys 8 Yonder moment’ 31 Stockholm 
IGHydrocar- things 24 Purple native 
- ri 10 Oversights swallow 33 Ooze 
sights 1iBakery 26 Black sea 37 Court 
21 Cart puller at au sain 
22 Famed fur 
tycoon 
24 May 
honeree 
26 Available 
25 Blue 
30 Long locks 
32 Peppery 
herbs 
34 Chop 
down 
35 Bewildered 
36 Wed in 
secret 
38 Stair part 
39 Gave a 
hoot 


AMYDLBAAAR 
6BLGONOGRELLOW 


(ne letter slunds for another In this sumple, Ais used 
for the three Lis, & for the pwe Os, ete. Stoghe femers, 
apostrophes, the length ar formation of the words 
ure ail] diints. Hach diay the code letters ire different. 


R-25 CRYPTOQULOE 


YD GaORKIHC AND EDL QHIKR OF 


POAH, BBL KGUH YDOHRNOV:A 


£7 DQ KNHOQ. JIBDYOROPFH DBC 


YVHAGKOFH,. — AOGOCK GOPPGY 

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: PACT. CHALLENGIS, 
FEAR. AND PRUSTRAIION BY SEEKING OUT 
KNOWLEDGE ANTS CPPORTUNITIES = fOR 
GROWTH. — FANNY MALIKENA 
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Fossil leaves may reveal climate in 
last era of dinosaurs 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 

AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rich- 
ard Barclay opens a metal 
drawer in archives of the 
Smithsonian Natural History 
Museum containing  fos- 
sils that are nearly 100 mil- 
lion years old. Despite their 
age, these rocks arent 
fragile. The geologist and 
botanist handles them with 
casual ease, placing one 
in his palm for closer exami- 
nation. 

Embedded in the ancient 
rock Is a triangular leaf with 
rounded upper lobes. This 
leaf fell off a tree around 
the time that T-rex and 
triceratops roamed prehis- 
toric forests, but the plant 
is instantly recognizable. 
"You can tell this is ginkgo, 
it's GQ Unique shape,” said 
Barclay. ‘If hasn't changed 
much in many millions of 
years.’ 

What's also soecial about 
ginkgo trees is that their 
fossils offen preserve ac- 
tual plant material, not sim- 
oly a leaf's impression. And 
that thin sheet of organic 
matter may be key to un- 
derstanding the ancient 
climate system — and 
the possible future of our 
warming planet. 

But Barclay and his team 
first need to crack the 
plant's code fo read infor- 
mation contained in the 
ancient leat. 

"Ginkgo is a pretty unique 
time capsule," said Peter 
Crane, a Yale University 
paleobotanist. As he wrote 
in"Ginkgo," his book on the 
plant, "It is hard to imag- 
ine that these trees, now 
towering above cars and 
commuters, grew up with 
the dinosaurs and have 
come down fo us almost 
unchanged for 200 million 
years.’ If a tree fell in an an- 
cient forest, what can It tell 
scientists today? 

"The reason scientists look 
back in the past Is to un- 
derstand what's coming 
in the future," said Kevin 
Anchukaitis, a climate re- 
searcher at the University 
of Arizona. "We want to un- 
derstand how the planet 
has responded in the past 
to large-scale changes 
in climate — how ecosys- 





A Late Cretaceous ginkgo leaf fossils from Alaska’s North Slope 
is seen at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington, 


Friday, June 4, 2021. 


tems changed, how ocean 
chemistry and sea lev- 
els changed, how forests 
worked.” 

Of particular interest to 
scientists are " hothouse " 
periods when they believe 
carbon levels and = tem- 
peratures were significantly 
higher than today. One 
such time occurred during 
the late Cretaceous pe- 
riod (66 million to 100 mil- 
lion years ago), the last era 
of the dinosaurs before a 
meteor slammed into Earth 
and most species went ex- 
tinct. Learning more about 
hothouse’ climates also 
gives scientists valuable 
data to test the accuracy 
of climate models for pro- 
jecting the future, says Kim 
Cobb, a climate scientist at 
Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

But climate 


information 


Associated Press 


about the distant past is lim- 
ited. Air bubbles trapped 
In ancient ice cores allow 
scientists to study ancient 
carbon dioxide levels, but 
those only go back about 
800,000 years. 

That's where the Smithson- 
ian's collection of ginkgo 
leaves come in. Down a 
warren of corridors, Barclay 
hops across millennia — as Is 
only possible in a museum 
—to the 19th century, when 
the Industrial Revolution 
had started changing the 
climate. 

From a cabinet, he with- 
draws sheets of paper 
where Victorian-erd — sci- 
entists taoed and _ tied 
ginkgo leaves plucked 
from botanical gardens 
of their time. Many speci- 
mens have labels written in 
beautiful cursive, including 
one dated Aug. 22, 1896.) 


ooking for a good 
woman to marry 


Aged Between 30 & 80 
Iam 55 years old 
With a view to Marriage. 
Only sincere people. 
Please email bio with recent photo. 
johnwilliamsfirm 1980@gmail.com 
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Want to Sell your Time - Share 
Condo or property in Aruba 
Contacts the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

More info call :0 11-297- 
6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 32 room #2111 

1 BR WK # 31/32 room #2115 
Ground floor pool /ocean view 
Price :$5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private Islands 

1BR WK #35 room# 2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private Island 

1 BR WK #34, 35,36 

Room # 2518 

Garden view 

Price :$4, 5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK #33 room #308 A 
Sunday check in $4K 

2 BR WK #33 room #124 B 
Sunday check-in $6K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
ohnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK #35 room #346 E 
Ocean Front 

Price :$9K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2BR Garden view $7K 
2BR ocean view $8K 

Call: 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold season 

1BR ocean view $7K 

2BR ocean front $16K 
Call: 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

3BR, 2bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price : $450K 

Call: 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

4BR, 3 Baths 

Fully furnished and pool 
Ocean view 

Price: $700K 

Call 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Gold Coast 

2BR, 2baths 

Fully furnished 

Price : $320K 

Call 0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 2Baths 

Fully furnished 

Price : $800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


What does full approval 
of Pfizer's COVID-19 
vaccine mean? 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 

AP Health Writer 

What does full aoproval of 
Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine 
meanelt means Pfizer's 
shot for people 16 and old- 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3BR,2 1/2 baths 

Fully furnished 

Price :$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR, 2bath top floor 

Fully furnished 

Price :$650 K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Residence 

Eagle Beach 

2BR, 2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :0 11-297-6301307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214157 


mee time Share Resales + Realty 
: Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| For upto 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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er has now undergone the 
same rigorous testing and 
regulatory review as doz- 
ens of other long-estab- 
lished vaccines.COVID-19 
vaccines in the U.S. were 
initially rolled out under the 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration’s emergency use 
authorization, which al- 
lows the agency to speed 
the availability of medi- 
cal products during public 
health emergencies. 
Under the process, the FDA 
waived some of its normal 
data requirements and 
orocedures to make the 
COVID-19 vaccines avail- 
able months earlier than 
would have been possible 
under normal circumstanc- 
es.Pfizer’s vaccine along 
with those from Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson 
still Underwent testing in 
tens of thousands of peo- 
ple to establish safety and 
effectiveness against CO- 
VID-19. CJ 
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Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Rolling Stones drummer Charlie Watts dies at age 80 


By JILL LAWLESS 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — Charlie 
Watts, the self-effacing and 
unshakeable Rolling Stones 
drummer who helped an- 
chor one of rock's greatest 
rhythm sections and used 
his “day job" to support his 
enduring love of jazz, has 
died, according to his pub- 
licist. He was 80. 

Bernard Doherty said Tues- 
day that Watts "passed 
away peacefully in a Lon- 
don hospital earlier today 
surrounded by his family." 
"Charlie was a cherished 
husband, father and 
grandfather and also as 
a member of The Rolling 
Stones, one of the greatest 
drummers of his genera- 
tion,’ Doherty said. 

Watts had announced he 
would not tour with the 
Stones in 2021 because of 
an undefined health issue. 
The quiet, elegantly 
dressed Watts was often 
ranked with Keith Moon, 
Ginger Baker and a hand- 
ful of others as a premier 
rock drummer, respected 
worldwide for his muscular, 
swinging style as the Stones 
rose from their scruffy be- 
ginnings to international su- 
perstardom. He joined the 
band early in 1963 and re- 
mained for almost 60 years, 
ranked just behind Mick 
Jagger and Keith Richards 
as the group's longest last- 


ing and most essential 
member. 
Watts stayed on, and 


largely held himself apart, 
through the drug abuse, 
creative clashes and ego 
wars that helped kill found- 
ing member Brian Jones, 
drove bassist Bill Wyman 
and Jones’ replacement 
Mick Taylor to quit and oth- 
erwise made being in the 
Stones the most exhaust- 
ing of jobs. A classic Stones 
song like "Brown Sugar’ and 
"Start Me Up" often be- 
gan with a hard guitar riff 
from Richards, with Watts 
following closely behind, 
and Wyman, as the bass- 
ist liked to say, "fattening 
the sound." Watts’ soeed, 
power and time keeping 
were never better show- 
cased than during the con- 
cert documentary, "Shine a 
Light," when director Martin 
Scorsese filmed ‘Jumpin’ 





Charlie Watts of the Rolling Stones poses for a portrait on Nov. 14, 2016, in New York. Watts’ 
publicist, Bernard Doherty, said Watts passed away peacefully in a London hospital surrounded 
by his family on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2021. He was 80. 


Jack Flash" from where he 
drummed toward the back 
of the stage. 

Watts didn't care for flashy 
solos or attention of any 
kind, but with Wyman and 
Richards forged some of 
rock's deepest grooves 
on "Honky Tonk Women,’ 
"Brown Sugar’ and other 
songs. The drummer adapt- 
ed well to everything from 
the disco of "Miss You" fo 
the jazzy "Can't You Hear 
Me Knocking" and the 
dreamy ballad "Moonlight 
Mile." 

The Stones began, Watts 
said, "as white blokes from 
England playing Black 
American music" but Quick- 
ly evolved their own distinc- 
tive sound. Watts was a jazz 
drummer in his early years 
and never lost his affinity for 
the music he first loved, re- 


turning to it during the long 


breaks between Stones 
TOUrs. 
Charles Robert Watts, 


son.of a lormy driver and 
a housewife, was born in 
Neasden, London, on June 
Zero |. Cree CHC 
he»was passionate about 
music — falling in love with 
the drums after hearing 
Chico Hamilton teaching 
himself to play by listening 
to records by jazz giants 
like Johnny Dodds, Charlie 
Parker and Duke Ellington. 
Watts’ career took off after 
he played with Alexis Ko- 
rners Blues Incorporated, 
for whom Jagger also per- 
formed, and was encour- 
aged by Korner fo join the 
STONES. 

Watts wasn't a rock mu- 
sic fan but was guided by 
Richards and Brian Jones 


Associated Press 


as he absorbed blues and 
rock records. He said the 
band could trace its roots 
to a brief period when he 
had lost his job and shared 
an apartment with Jagger 
and Richards because he 
could live there rent-free. 
Watts was the final man to 
join the Stones; the band 
had searched for months 
to find a permanent drum- 
mer and feared Watts 
was foo accomplished for 
them. Richards recalled the 
band wanting him so badly 
to join that members cut 
down on expenses so they 
could afford to pay Watts a 
proper salary. Watts said he 
believed at first the band 
would be lucky to last a 
year. 

“Every band I'd ever been 
in had lasted a week," he 
said. "| always thought the 


Stones would last a week, 
then a fortnight, and then 
suddenly, it's 30 years." 
He found refuge from the 
rock life, marrying Shirley 
Ann Shepherd in 1964 and 
having a daughter, Seraph- 
ina, soon after. While other 
famous rock marriages 
crumbled, theirs held. 
Watts generally resisted the 
excesses of his bandmates, 
but fell info heroin addic- 
tion in the mid-1980s. He 
credited his stable relation- 
ship with his wife for getting 
him off drugs. 
With his financial future se- 
cure because of the Stones' 
status, Watts was able fo in- 
dulge his passion for jazz by 
putting together some of 
the most talented players in 
Britain for a series of record- 
ings and performances. 
His first jazz disc was 1986's 
"Live at Fulham Town Hall" 
by the Charlie Watts Or- 
chestra. Others by the 
Charlie Watts Quintet fol- 
lowed, and he then ex- 
panded that group into 
the Charlie Watts and the 
Tentet. 
He was stricken with throat 
cancer in 2004. After exten- 
sive treatment he made a 
full recovery and resumed 
touring with both the Stones 
and his jazz band. 
By then, he'd evolved into 
Qa craggy, white-haired, 
impeccably dressed _ se- 
nior statesman of rock. It 
was not unusual to see him 
wearing a custom-made 
suit and polka dot tie while 
his bandmates wore grun- 
gy jeans and T-shirts. 
In the tumultUous, extreme- 
ly competitive world of rock 
and roll, Watts seemed to 
make few enemies. 
“It all seems to boil down to 
a certain quality which Is 
as rare as hens teeth in the 
music business, but which 
Charlie Watts is perceived 
to have in abundance. Ina 
word, decency," columnist 
Barbara Ellen wrote after 
interviewing Watts in 2000. 
"You've got to hand If to a 
. man who's played with 
the world's most influential 
rock ‘n roll band ... and 
stayed happily married to 
his wife, Shirley. ... A man 
who, moreover, remains 
resolutely determined not 
to take his elevated posi- 
tion too seriously.") 
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By AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden honored 
the 2020 WNBA champi- 
ons Seattle Storm on Biden 
Monday, celebrating their 
success on the court and 
hailing the four-time fitle 
holders for changing lives 
with their activism. 

The visit marked the first 
time that an NBA or WNBA 
team has visited the White 
House since the Cleveland 
Cavaliers were feted by 
Barack Obama in 2016. 
Presidents typically host 
college and major league 
soorts champions for a 
White House ceremony. 
But the two big basketball 
leagues skipped such cel- 
ebrations during Donald 
Trump's administration as 
several prominent players 
and coaches were outspo- 
ken about their opposition 
to Trump’s rhetoric and 
policies. 

Biden marveled at the 
team and its feats on the 
court. The team includes 
three players who won 
gold medals as part of 
Team USA’s women's bas- 
ketball team at this sum- 
mer’s Olympic games— 
Sue Bird, Jewell Lloyd and 
Breanna Stewart. The three 
presented Biden with a sou- 
venir Storm jersey. 

Biden also took a moment 


Herschel Walker registers in Georgia; 


By JEFF AMY 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
football great Herschel 
Walker has registered to 
vote in Georgia, a possible 
orelude to him running for 
U.S. Senate in 2022. 
Electronic voter registra- 
tion records show Walker 
registered last Tuesday at 
an Atlanta house owned 
by his wife, Julie Blanchard. 
Former President Donald 
Trump has been urging 
Walker to run for Senate 
as a Republican against 
Democrat Raphael War- 
nock next year. Walker 
has acknowledged that 
he is considering a run, but 
has declined to discuss 
his plans. The 59-year-old 
Walker won a Heisman Tro- 
ohy as a University of Geor- 
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Biden praises WNBA champs for social justice activism 





President Joe Biden, left, poses for a photo with Seattle Storm’s Jewell Loyd, center, and Breanna 
Stewart, right, during an event in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Monday, Aug. 
23, 2021, to celebrate their 2020 WNBA Championship. 


to note team members’ ef- 
forts to spotlight the issue 
of police brutality in Black 
communities, oromote 
voter registration, speak 
out about violence against 
transgendered people and 
encourage Americans to 
get vaccinated. 

“What makes this team re- 
markable is they don’t just 
win games, they change 
lives,” Biden said. “That's 
what winners do. They shine 
the light and liff people up. 
They're a force for change. 


elie) Uae) loxetel< Mey || ee, 
followed by a long pro 
career. He has been living 
In Texas, but registering to 
vote means he’s legally at- 
testing that he now lives in 
Georgia. Georgia Repub- 
licans already running for 
the Senate seat include 
state Agriculture Commis- 
sioner Gary Black, former 
banking executive and 
Navy veteran Latham Saad- 
dler and contractor Kelvin 
King. Trump's support will 
be key in a Republican pri- 
mary, but could be a liabil- 
Ity in a general election in 
closely divided Georgia. 

In June, Walker tweeted 
a video that fed specula- 
tion he would run. Titled 
“Georgia on mind,” the re- 
cording shows him revving 
the engine of a car with a 


That’s the Seattle Storm, 
that’s the WNBA.” 

Storm co-owner Ginny Gild- 
er also praised the team’s 
activism and noted WNBA 
players’ efforts last year on 
behalf of Democrats Ra- 
ohael Warnock and Jon 
Ossoff in their winning Sen- 
ate campaigns in Georgia. 
Warnock defeated Repub- 
lican Sen. Kelly Loeffler, 
co-owner of the Atlanta 
Dream. Loeffler, an ally of 
Trump, came under criti- 
cism from WNBA players for 


Georgia license plate. “I’m 
getting ready,” he says. 
“And we can run with the 
big dogs.” 

The Associated Press has 
reported that Walker's ex- 
wife and her sister reported 
that he threatened his ex- 
wife’s life, that Walker ex- 
aggerated claims about 
private-sector success and 
that he often fought with 
business associates. 

State election — officials 
opened an investigation 
into Blanchard’s residency 
after The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution reported that 
records show she voted 
in Georgia despite living 
in Texas. A case sheet ob- 
tained by the AP shows the 
Secretary of State's office 
opened the investigation 
into Blanchard on Aug. 


Associated Press 


attacks on the Black Lives 
Matter movement. Loeffler 
and her fellow owners sold 
the team this year. 

“It feels good to be back 
in this place and have our 
achievements celebrated 
in this way,” Stewart said 
in brief remarks at the cer- 
emony. 

Before the visit, Bird said 
that with Trump out of of- 
fice, she was happy to visit 
the White House “now that 
it’s back in a place where 
it’s considered an honor.” 


Many WNBA players, in- 
cluding Bird, have been 
outspoken in their embrace 
of social justice movements 
such as Black Lives Matter, 
which Trump characterized 
as a violent, radical ideol- 
Ogy. 

Trump was also critical of 
Bird’s fiancée, U.S. soccer 
star Megan Rapinoe. 

“| think for a very long time, 
Up until 2016, going to the 
White House was an hon- 
or — it wasn't necessarily 
political,” Bird said before 
the visit. “It was to meet 
the president of the Unit- 
ed States. The person who 
holds that office acknowl- 
edging your team’s suc- 
cess.” 

During his campaigns and 
presidency, Trump got in 
several public spats with 
prominent athletes and 
coaches who have sought 
to use their celebrity to 
spotlight social justice and 
other issues. 

Trump lashed out aft Ste- 
ohen Curry and his Golden 
State Warrior teammates 
in 2017 after they declined 
the customary White House 
invitation. The Republican 
also has repeatedly feud- 
ed with Lakers’ star LeBron 
James, who was an out- 
spoken critic of Trump and 
endorsed Hillary Clinton 
and Biden's White House 


runs.) 


run for Senate next? 





In this May 29, 2018, file photo, President Donald Trump, left, 
and his daughter Ivanka Trump, right, watch as former football 
player Herschel Walker, center, throws a football during White 
House Sports and Fitness Day on the South Lawn of the White 
House in Washington. 


10. Walker is among Trump 
supporters who continue 
to repeat the president's 
false claim that the 2020 


Associated Press 


election was stolen from 
him through fraud. Election 
Officials nationwide found 
no widespread fraud.) 
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Test NASCAR's unvaccinated as a protocol compromise 


By JENNA FRYER 

AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
More than a year ago, 
NASCAR was one of the 
first major sports to resume 
competition in the pan- 
demic, touting strict proto- 
cols as if headed back to 
the track. 

The one thing NASCAR 
wouldn't do back then was 
test its competitors for CO- 
VID-19, citing the short sup- 
oly of tests just Two months 
into the pandemic. 

Fifteen months later, NAS- 
CAR still doesn't test its 
drivers and crews — even 
though tests are easily 
available and daily testing 
could help the series as it 
barrels toward the playoffs 
with separate rules for the 
vaccinated and unvadccl- 
nated. 

There's been little attention 
on the hesitancy through- 
out the NASCAR garage, 
where only five Cup Series 
drivers have publicly dis- 
closed they've received 
at least one shot. Joey Lo- 
gano, one race away from 
launching his bid for a sec- 
ond championship, only 
got his shot last week be- 
cause driver Corey LaJoie 
was sidelined under proto- 
cols that seemed to catch 
the drivers off guard. 
LaJoie couldn't race be- 
cause he had close con- 
tact with someone else 
who had tested positive for 
the virus under protocols 
that have been updated 
to follow CDC guidelines 
since vaccines became 
widely available. Drivers 
wondered why a negative 
test wasn't good enough 
for LaJoie to race, rais- 
INg enough questions that 
NASCAR held a Friday calll 
to clarify its policies. 
Following the CDC recom- 
mendations led to the cre- 
ation of separate guide- 
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Kyle Busch, center, talks with Bubba Wallace, left, and Christopher Bell before player introductions 
at the NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Michigan International Speedway, Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021, 


in Brooklyn, Mich. 


lines depending on vacci- 
nation status. An unvacci- 
nated driver who has close 
contact exposure must 
quarantine seven days and 
receive a negative test on 
Day 5 before they can re- 
turn to the garage. 

That means an unvacci- 
nated driver will miss ag race 
following close contact 
exposure, their tithe hopes 
dashed. A vaccinated driv- 
er can return to the garage 
with proof of a negative 
test taken 3-5 days after 
the close contact. There Is 
no automatic benching, 
no requirement to miss a 
playoff race. 

The drivers don't think dif- 
ferent rules depending on 
vaccination status is fair, 
and since LaJoie's bench- 
ing they are unlikely fo be 
forthcoming about possi- 
ble exposures and contact 
tracing. But there is a sim- 
ple Compromise available 
for NASCAR: daily testing. 
Want to get in the ga- 


rage? Show your proof of 
vaccination or arrive early 
enough to be rapid tested 
each day. 

There is no reason why it 
cant be done as Roger 
Penske proved this spring 
leading into the Indianapo- 
lis 500. Penske didn't force 
anyone to be vaccinated, 
he simply said if you aren't, 
then you better build time 
into your schedule each 
day to be tested before 
he'd let you into Gasoline 
Alley. 

IndyCar had some hesitant 
drivers and Penske gave 
them a choice. The alter- 
native was certainly incon- 
venient for anyone trying to 
get to work on time, but it 
worked. IndyCar confirmed 
Monday all of its drivers are 
all fully vaccinated and the 
entire paddock Is at more 
than 90%. The clinics run at 
Indianapolis Motor Soeed- 
way have vaccinated 
more than 92,000 people. 
An IndyCar driver has yet 
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to miss a race because of 
a positive COVID-19 test 
or contact tracing or any 
other virus-related proto- 
col. The series is also open 
to guests and fans in the 
garage; masks are only 
required indoors and the 
industry is functioning busi- 
ness as usual. 

In NASCAR, LaJoieé was 
the fourth Cup driver since 
the start of the pandemic 
to miss a race because of 
COVID-19 protocols. He sat 
out Sunday at Michigan, 
where Kyle Busch was with- 
out his sootter and Brad Ke- 
selowski and Denny Ham- 
lin were each down a tire 
changer either because of 
confirmed positive tests or 
NASCAR virus protocols. 

All of this as NASCAR inches 
back toward stricter pro- 
cedures. Drivers are can- 
celing appearances and 
some teams have halted 
guest access In their suites. 
Penske and his executives 
stayed home Sunday rath- 


er than make the 90-minute 
drive from Bloomfield Hills 
to Michigan International 
Speedway to watch Ryan 
Blaney win for Team Penske 
in their own backyard. 
Busch, Hamlin and Kesel- 
owski are all qualified for 
the playoffs, which begin 
Sept. 5 at Darlington Race- 
way In South Carolina, and 
all learned at Michigan 
that NASCAR's protocols 
can have a trickle-down 
effect on an entire team. 
When LaJoie wasn't permit- 
ted to race, Logano decid- 
ed Team Penske has too 
many employees counting 
on the success of the No. 
22 team for the driver to 
jeopardize it for everyone 
over his vaccination status. 
NASCAR has said it doesn't 
want to mandate vac- 
cines and that's. unlikely 
to change. But the leaa- 
ers can make if harder on 
those resisting the shot by 
making the unvaccinated 
pass an on-site test before 
accessing the garage. If a 
testing program seems cost 
prohibitive, NASCAR should 
bill each person who re- 
quires testing. 

This goes beyond the driv- 
ers. Everyone who wants 
access fo the garage 
should be held to the same 
set of guidelines, either 
proof of vaccination or a 
test at the track. 

The right to make your own 
choice Is often cited in the 
heated debate over vac- 
cinations, and daily test- 
ing not only preserves the 
right to choose not to be 
vaccinated but also makes 
the garage a little safer. 
Everyone wants a return To 
some sort of normalcy and 
NASCAR was getting there 
through June and July, 
when pit road reopened to 
sponsors, and guests and 
drivers mingled again with 
the fans. L) 


